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few in number at first, but active, enterprising, self-
confident and rich, were the newcomers who monopo-
lized trade, divided the free lands among themselves,
bought up seigniories, and established themselves
everywhere as masters, with their own customs, their
accents of London or the Highlands of Scotland, their
Prayer Books, their different methods of work, their
clubs, their tobacco, and their beer. Business was their
primary interest and they planned to continue and
complete the work of exploration which still pro-
claimed, and for a long time would continue to pro-
claim the intrepid courage of the French. Their
numbers were to be increased by the arrival of the
Loyalist refugees from the American Revolution and,
after 1830, by the constant influx of immigrants from
the United Kingdom, come to Canada in search of
happiness or liberty, and anxious to build there the
Greater Britain. Among these there were, and would
always be, fanatics, whether traders or officials, for
whom everything that was not English and Protestant
seemed to have been expressly created and put into
this world for the sole end of working for the well-
being, the enrichment, and the glory of Albion! Men
of this stamp only tolerated the presence near them, in
a land conquered by weapons forged at Manchester or
by the cavalry of St. George, of British subjects who
spoke the language of the Normans who had once
conquered them, who were attached to laws and cus-
toms which recalled only too strongly England's great
rival, and who, for good measure, were devoted to a
collection of superstitions inspired by the devil himself
through the mouth of his servant, die Pope of Rome!
At the beginning, and indeed always, these men formed